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MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.23 pm]: The 2015 Voiceless animal law lecture series took place at the 
University of Western Australia law school on Monday night. I was privileged to introduce 
Professor Steven Wise, president of the Nonhuman Rights Project, this year’s keynote speaker. The 
Nonhuman Rights Project is undertaking a groundbreaking US lawsuit on behalf of four captive chimpanzees, 
exploring what it means to be a person in the eyes of the law, the relevance of animal intelligence and the fight to 
grant animals the right to freedom and respect. Steven has practised animal protection law for 38 years and has 
taught at universities across the world, including the Harvard, Lewis and Clark and Vermont law schools. He is 
the author of many seminal law texts including Rattling the Cage, Drawing the Line and Though the heavens 
may fall. Steven is writing another book at the moment on the tracking of this project. The Nonhuman Rights 
Project is focusing on chimpanzees, whales and dolphins—animals whose unusually high level of intelligence is 
well established by scientific evidence. The four chimps involved in these groundbreaking cases are Tommy, 
Kiko, Hercules and Leo. The cases are being heard in the jurisdiction of New York, where the laws are 
favourable to habeas corpus lawsuits and because there are great ape sanctuaries that can accommodate the 
chimps. We have just heard that the Nonhuman Rights Project has won the first step in one of these cases, so the 
journey towards transitioning animals from property to persons under the law continues. New Zealand this week 
announced that their law recognises animals as sentient. Our challenge in Australia is to start this journey and 
learn from the experience of the Nonhuman Rights Project in America and the New Zealand success. 
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